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Lakehead Amat eur Radi o C ub

The original mnutes for the period during which KimFernie - VESEFW was
Secretary Treasurer are not available. This, and other m ssing m nutes
have been conplied fromthe relevant issue of Hgh-Q Jim- VE3UA

The 12 Decenber neeting comenced at 8:12 following a long wait for access
after the keeper of the keys forgot to bring them

Two guests for the evening were M. Paul Werk, EMO and M. |van Mongrain of
North Star Electric. The followi ng 20 nenbers and friends attended as wel |:

Les Harris - VE3AYZ, Wal ter Dueck - VE3EFI, Mke Mtt,

Kim Ferni e - VE3EFW Stan Chorley - VE3ECR Hughi e MacDonal d,
Bill Goodfellow - VE3GD, Jim"JC' Bailey - VE3D&, C. Barbaro,

Frank Start - VE3AJ, Peter Boyle - VE3DPJ, S. Pl etko,

Ray Forslund - VE3EDZ, Bill Kl emacki - VE3EEW John Devevanyi; and
Hugh Elliott - VE3EDW D. Hunchak, J. Lowi ng.

Steve Bush - VE3EBS, Adol ph Kar asi ew cz,

Frank Start - VE3AJ was congratul ated on his retirenment follow ng 45 years
enpl oyment with the Canadi an Marconi Conpany. Frank's retirement is effective
in January 1969.

The chief topic for this gathering was the denonstration of closed circuit
television by M. Mongrain. The use of portable TV gear is becom ng quite
popul ar as can be seen by the vast sales area covered by M. Mngrain. He
travel s throughout the area between Manitoba and North Bay. One of the major
mar keting areas for portable and fixed Video Tape Recorders is Educational TV,
where it is proving to be of great benefit as the sane tapes can be pl ayed
back a few hundred times wi thout change in quality. The advantages here are
obvious as a single instructor can teach an al nost unlimted nunber of
students at one tinme. All that is required is a few TV receivers.

Al the units denonstrated, and nost others (North Star Electric sells
Sony), use nodul ar nmethods of construction, where entire circuits are repl aced
inthis area, and faulty boards are sent to Vancouver for repair. This is
known as ' bl ack box technology'. Integrated circuits are al so now comng into
their owmn in this type of equipnment, resulting in a very small electronic
'guts', with a resultant decrease in size and weight. Only a few tubes are
used in these units, and even these are being phased out as solid state
t echnol ogy advances.

One of the nore interesting units denonstrated was a 10 pound battery
operated unit, conplete with audio system The canera with attached m ke was
only slightly larger than the usual 8 nm novi e canmera. The acconpanying VIR is
carried on a shoul der strap. Playback fromthis unit was quite good, even
under the lighting conditions in the Cvil Defence Building. The prospects of
usi ng one of these units at Field Day are quite intriguing!

Most of the units are equi pped with slow notion and stop action features.

The tapes are fairly expensive, running about $75.00 but they can be used
over 300 times. This is the guarantee, and the picture quality will not
deteriorate. The VIR s can be connected to any TV set, just ahead of the video
det ector.

There are approximately 30 of these Sony VIR s in this area, and with an
adaptor, they can be used for col our TV.

Price wise, the portable VIR runs about $1500.00 and the canera is about
$600. 00. Sonme VIR s are available for Iess than $1000.00, with a good canera
running in the $300.00 range. The prices of this type of equi prent has dropped
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rapi dly over the past couple of years, and now t he manufacturers hope that
they will be able to conpete with 8 mm novies, in the near future

Menbers who were not out for this neeting mssed a good one, and our thanks
go to M. Mongrain for taking the time fromhis busy schedule, to put on this
denonstration; thanks also to North Star Electric and to Bill Roberts - VE3ARN
for maki ng the arrangenents.

The busi ness portion commenced after a short break, the subject of another
set of manuals for the beginners cane up. These would be printed fromthe
stencils on file, anobunting to about 70 pages of necessary info for the
begi nner to get his first ticket. Stan Chorley - VE3ECR noved and Peter Boyle
- VE3DPJ seconded that the O ub purchase enough materials to print them the
nunber to be left to the Executive, and also to investigate the economc
factors invol ved.

The busi ness of the antenna for search operations was left in the hands of
Bill Kl emacki - VE3EEW

The last itemon the agenda was the problem of the beginner in the Cub. It
was felt generally that they were not receiving enough help fromthe nmenbers,
possi bly because they were not approaching the Club with any difficulties they
m ght be having with code of theory. As Mke Mtt put it, "It's just a matter
of the aspirant finding the [aunching pad." The Lakehead Amateur Radi o O ub
could be such a launching pad. The possibility of weekly instruction sessions
was put forth, but nothing final was deci ded. Mdre at the next neeting.

The neeting adjourned at 11:10 for coffee.
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