Text of President's Speech - 16 January 1965

Lakehead Amat eur Radi o Cl ub

Speech as presented to the 31st Annual Meeting of the Lakehead
Amat eur Radi o Cl ub January 16th, 1965 by retiring Cl ub
President Charlie Lawence - VE3EEK

1964 was a very active year for the Lakehead Amateur Radio Club. To refresh
your nmermory | would like to review some of the nore notable events of the |ast
year's activity.

February was a nmonth of organization as a new executive noved in to tackle
t he job of EFOVIdIng an interesting round of activities for the Cl ub nenbership.
Thi s made the Februarr neeting a rather busy one and, | might say, a rather
awar di ng one. Fort WIIiam Emergency Measures Coordinator, Art Wdnall
graciously agreed to take over the printing of our nonthly H -Q magazine. His
cooperation with Editor Dave Kinpton - VE3AVS has turned H -Q into one of the
nost presentable club bulletins in amateur radio. In this respect Art, we, the
Lakehead Amateur Radio Club would like to single you out and direct our persona
appreciation to you, sir. Thank you very much.

"Ham' classes were set up during the February neeting. Dave Kinpton - VE3AVS
t ook over the task of instructing new nmenmbers toward obtaining Arateur Radio
Operator Licenses. May | report that as a result, we have three new amateurs in
our mdst today! I"'mreferring to Chris Bailey - VE3EDV, Barrie Wil ker - VE3EES
and Jack Clarke - VE3EED. Certainly these classes have proved their value and we
trust the new executive for 1965 will continue the |icensing progranme. Special
recognition of course goes to Dave Kinpton - VE3AVS and his assistants for
devoting so nuch tine and effort to this task. The Club nenbershi p unani nously
agreed at the February neeting to work closely with the Emergency Measures
Organi zati on. Several menbers enrolled in a Radiation anitorinﬁ Course and
graduated with very satisfactory results. In fact, several of these amateurs
were approached to undertake instructor courses. This they are doing now. We
feel many contributions to the ainms and purposes of the ub were made during
that initial nonth.

The nonth of March began with a series of exam nations for Restricted Radio-
tel ephone Qperators Certificates. There was conpl ete success in these
exam nations conducted by the Departnent of Transport. The purpose of the
certificates was to qualify the Radio Cl ub nenbershlﬁ to operate EMO radio units
on conmmercial frequencies. The March neeting was highlighted by an extrenely
interesting talk by C aude (Beuechard Boucher) (Boo-shay) of Lakehead Vi deon. M.
(Be?ehaﬁd (Boucher) expl ai ned the conplexities of a coaxial cable distribution
system

Club activity reached a peak during the month of April. April marked the 30th
Annlversar¥ of the Lakehead Amateur Radio Club. W marked the occasion br an
all-out effort at the North-Western Ontario Sportsman's Show in Fort WIIliam
Thousands viewed hamradio in operation at a dispIaY booth in the Sportsman's
Show. Many interested visitors asked questions and [ earned how they too coul d
becorme "hanms". It was a successful effort. Several visitors turned up the
followi ng nmonth at our regular Club nmeeting. Again we would |like to thank Art
Wdnall and the Area EMO for w thout them our venture at the Sportsman's Show
woul d have fl opped. To further publicize the Club's 30th birthday, w ndow
di spl ays were set up in downtown stores. W extend thanks to Eaton's of Canada
and Wal kers Department Store for their cooperation in allomﬁn% us the use of
their display space. Cuest speaker at the April neeting was the Chief Engineer
of Lakehead Radio Station CILX-800. M. Kurt Meyer gave us a conprehensive
insight into the technical aspects of commercial transmitters. APRIL WAS
CERTAI NLY THE BUSI EST MONTH.

The Lakehead Amateur Radio Club received a distinctive honour during the
nmonth of May. The American Radi o Rel ay League awarded the Club station VE3ZCD
with a public service award, presented for the Club's efforts in locating a | ost
hunter during 1963. The award now hangs in a place of honour in our Club roons.
Radi ati on Monitoring Certificates were presented to the successful amateurs who
conpl eted the EMO course. Art Wdnall again was on hand for the occasion. The
nmonth of May was also the nonth of the Annual Auction Sale! And as usual, it was
a great success. People again went honme with things they didn't need. W expect
to see many of those items back at this year's com ng auction sale!!!

June was the nmonth for Field Day. The Club's site was on VE3A)'s property in
Ml ntyre Township. Here we nust again single out an individual who has assisted
our organi zation consistently. I"'msure that if Frank Start - VE3AJ were here
toni ght we would all give himthe honour he deserves.
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The Field Day was a successful one in some respects and not so in other _
respects. We were very successful in setting up the site and getting on the air.
Equi pment, tents and generators were courtesy of Fort WIlliams EMO Once again
Art Wdnall canme through with nore val uabl e assi stance.

Qur only problemat this year's Field Day was the | ack of operators. W had
two transmtter units set up. We could have used nore hams to keep both units
operating continuously. Al in all, though, the Club did nanage to score a good
tally in the contest.

The ham picnic took place August 30th at Trowbridge Park in Port Arthur. It

was exceptionally well attended. |'msure all who attended enjoyed
thenselves....especially the kiddies. We had a | ot of |aughs....particularly
those water filled balloons....but that's another story. Thanks should be

directed to Don Brown - VE3EDJ for splendid job of enteeing the various sports
events.

Wth the arrival of Septenber, the Club went back into full swing. Bob MIne,
EMO Coordinator for Port Arthur, was our guest speaker. He expl ained the Port
Arthur conmmuni cations set-up and outlined the role to be played by the Lakehead
amateur radi o operators. Earlier in the nonth, a delegation of two menmbers of
the L.A R C attended the M d-Canada Ham Fest at W nni peg. Jack Cl arke - VE3EED
and Ji m Synoni k - VE3EDA nade a good showi ng for thenselves and the Club. Both
left a POOd i npression with the western Canada amateurs. Both reported the trip
was wel [ worth the while.

In Cctober, the L.ARC attenpted its first transmitter hunt. It was
exciting even though there were few participants. Mre transmitter hunts should
be planned by the Inconming executive. The transnmitter search conbines radio
skills with the fun and excitenment of the hunt.

During the month, the Club assisted |ocal Boy Scouts in their 7th Annual
Janmboree of the Air. It was the first tine that |ocal scouts ever took part in
the international event. VE3ZCD, the Club station put the lads in direct contact
with Scouts in British Colunbia the nmoment they wal ked into the Club roons. The
boys were greatly enthused with our hobby.

~ Al'so during October, Club nmenbers |ed by Jack Clarke - VE3EED conducted a
si mul at ed EMO Conmuni cati ons Test and rel ayed messages across the country. The
hi ghli ght of October Club neeting was a tour of the CKPR-TV Transmitter Site. It
proved to be a fascinating visit.

The November neeting was largely dedicated to the planning of tonight's
banquet and dance. Port Arthur's EMO Coordi nator, Bob M| ne was our featured
speaker. He presented filnms pertaining to Civil Defence in tine of disaster.

The Decenber neeting was snowed under by several inches of that fluffy
preci pitation. Those o did manage to nake the neeting had an active rag chew

Toni ght's neeting a?ain bri ngs together a nunber of new faces and a | ot of
fam liar faces, as well as past and present nenbers of our 31 year old C ub.
Many i ndi vi dual s have done much for our organization. |'ve nentioned some of
those.BeopIe tonight. But | nust dram1¥our attention to an individual who has
contributed unstintingly of tine and effort especially during the early years of
our Club nagazine. I'mreferring to Bert Tanblin - VE3ANP.

Earlier in the past year, it was the unani mous decision of the Lakehead
Amat eur Radio Club to honour this radio amateur with the highest recognition our
Club could give. To Bert Tanmblin - VE3ANP, we the nmenbers of the Lakehead
Amat eur Radio Club bestow to you "Life Menbership” in our organization.

And so may | now bring nmy termas president to an end by doing the nost
pl easant task of presenting Bert with this certificate of appreciation. Thank
you.
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