5 June 1961

Report on Special Dinner Meeting

The following is a report on the dinner neeting, held on June 5 in the

Prince Arthur Hotel, in honour of M. Noel Eaton's visit to the

Lakehead. M Eaton is Canadian Director of the ARRL. This will serve

as a report to out-of-town amateurs or C ub nenbers who were unable to

attend. It is also being subnitted to the Lakehead papers and,

therefore, is witten for public consunption. For this reason, details

re frequenci es and di scussi ons on same have not been incl uded.
On Monday evening, June 5, the Port Arthur Amateur Radio Cub (Author's words,
Jim- VE3UA Ed.) Was the host to a visiting celebrity in amateur radio
circles. This was M. Noel Eaton, who is the Canadi an representative of the
Aneri can Radi o Relay League, the |argest organization of Radio Amateurs in the
wor | d.
Fol l owi ng M. Eaton's appearance on "Focus" on the television station CFCI-TV,
he was guest speaker at a dinner neeting in the Prince Arthur Hotel. He was
i ntroduced by the Lakehead's best known amateur, M. Pat O Shea - VE3FW who
said that M. Eaton was returning fromLos Angel es, where he had attended a
neeting of the Directors of the League. H s amateur activities comenced in
1922 and he now operates amateur station VE3CJ fromBurlington, Ontario. On
his return journey he has been visiting various amateur radi o clubs across the
country.
M. Eaton, in his address to the O ub, spoke of the organization behind the
League and of its headquarters in Hartford, Connecticut. The AR R L. was
organi zed before the first world war for the purpose of nutual benefit to
"ham operators, to assist in the pooling of technical know edge and to rel ay
nessages. There were soon 6000 menbers in the U S. A and Canada. This body of
experienced operators proved invaluable during the first world war when 4000
of themserved in the Arned Forces. Since that tine, the nunber of amateurs in
Canada has increased to over 9000, of these about 3600 are active. The
activities of these "hant operators in not confined to the relaying of
nmessages. Their contributions to technical devel opnent in the early days of
short wave radio are well known and many tines val uable public service has
been rendered by amateur operators both collectively and individually in tines
of enmergency or disaster. On nany occasions, anateur operators have been the
only neans of comunication between isolated points and disaster areas. In
Canada, we had an excellent exanple of this when Toronto and surrounding area
was struck by Hurricane Hazel in 1958. M. Eaton had taken an active part in
this emergency hinmself. M. Eaton spoke at some | ength regarding the use of
transmtting frequenci es which are shared by U S. and Canadi an anat eurs.
Recent changes have been (inplenmented) by the F.C.C. in the U S A and the
D.OT. in Canada with respect to these frequencies and sone of the reasons for
t hese changes were outlined. In concluding, M. Eaton spoke on the advantages
to be gained by the local ub in beconing affiliated with the AR R L.
M. Eaton was thanked by M. J.C. Bailey - VE3ID&G, who thought that "hani
operators were not only always ready to render public service in cases of
energency, they also had a very strong sense of loyalty to each other. This,
he said, was very well denonstrated |last winter in Port Arthur. One of the
[ ocal "hans", Hec WIson - VE3DMZ, was awakened in the middl e of the night
with his home in flames. He was just able to get out in tine to save his own
life but lost everything, including his radio gear. An account of this was
given in the press and also on TV but it soon got around via amateur radio.
Soon there were nore than expressions of synpathy - contributions were sent in
to a Toronto amateur. The Lakehead amateurs contributed via the |ocal C ub.
The final was that Hec received cheques in the anount of $828.00 to help him
recover fromhis fire loss and get back on the air w th new equi pnent.
The Chairman of the neeting was M. Ceorge Lord - VE3BYG who announced t hat
the next Cub activity would be the annual Field Day. This is an emergency

Lakehead Amateur Radio Club History Project



5 June 1961

type of exercise. Equipnent to transmt and receive nessages in set up in an
open field using an emergency power supply plant. Final arrangenents will be
nmade at the next general neeting on Thursday, June 15.

Frank Start - VE3AJ
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