
A History of the Lakehead Amateur Radio Club
by: Frank Start - VE3AJ

as printed in May 1973 High-Q.

Part 2.

Early in the history of the Club, in (April,) 1939, it was proposed that the name of the Club be
changed. A vote was taken. The ballots bore two names, “Thunder Bay Radio Club” and
“Lakehead Radio Club”. The Club members chose to stay with Lakehead Radio Club. However,
when the Club reorganized after the war years the (use of the) old name “Canadian Lakehead
Wireless Experimenters” resumed.

It is also interesting to note that (as early as) August 1934, letters were received from Toronto
and Winnipeg pressing for efforts (by Lakehead amateurs) to assist in the establishment of a
traffic handling net between Winnipeg and Eastern Ontario. The 75 metre band was proposed for
daylight operation. Our Club members reported that previous attempts at this type of operation
had been unsuccessful and suggested the use of 40 metres. In 1947, another attempt was made to
organize this Winnipeg-East link on 75 metres but without success. (RSO please note.)

In the post-war years our monthly meetings were held at various, such as the Fort William Public
Library, the Mary J. Black Library, the RCAF Recruiting Office, in the basement of the Fort
William Court House and the EMO Building. In the 1980s the EMO building was to be raised,
and we vacated the club room in EMO. Meetings then were held in Confederation College. At
these meetings we had demonstrations of equipment, technical talks by members and visitors.
We visited broadcasting stations and their studios and other points of interest allied to our hobby,
such as a visit to the Steamer Assiniboia to hear a lecture on Radar and witness a demonstration
of its operation on a ship.

In addition to the annual Field Day we have held several International picnics in mid-summer at
Grand Marais, Minnesota. These have always been highly successful affairs and well-attended
by amateurs from each side of the border, together with their XYL’s (wives) and harmonics
(children). Entertainment consisted of various competitions, races, novelty events and a Morse
Code test with a foot operated key.

In September of 1955 an ambitious project was started. The Club purchased a small building for
a radio shack, moved it to an isolated spot between the two cities and proceeded to set up a
station. The antenna system was to be a rather elaborate affair of long wire V beams. This
required at least seven sixty-foot poles. Fortunately at that time we had a member who was able
to borrow such small items as a truck, one bulldozer, post hole diggers etc. So once the trees
were located, they soon became poles and were hauled to the site, now cleared by the bulldozer.
In no time at all, we had the shack in place and the centre mast up. The worst was yet to come.
The blueprints called for the erection of six poles in a semi-circle of 400-foot radius. This called
for clearing the trees and brush along six 400-foot paths between the centre mast and the poles
which would support the far end of each antenna. The ground was mostly marsh and muskeg, the
weather was hot and the black flies were bad. It was no picnic. It was no Saturday afternoon
project. Some of the aerials were put up and the station was put on the air. But, complications
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arose and these will be dealt with next month.
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